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“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke 22: 32. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 
“God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth.”"—John 4: 24. 


The subject before us is worship, and it is a difficult one 1f 
we bear in mind all the discussions it has aroused ever since the 
earliest ages; but a very simple one if, prayerfully and without 
prejudice, we study the teachings of our Lord. 

\s we said in our last editorial, Christ gave an original stand- 
ard for the spiritual life, beginning with the “new birth,” with- 
out which no man can “see the Kingdom of God.” The old 
law was a preparation leading up to this climax, which would 
seem to destroy it by one blow. But Jesus said, “I am not come 
to destroy but to fulfil,” thus teaching us that the old Law and 
ceremonial were intended to serve as a type or prophecy of the 
New Covenant to be. made with man through Him, and also as 
an initiation to a more purely spiritual adoration and service 
of God. 

The Hebrew words for worship are three: Segad—to pros- 
trate oneself; Abab—to labor for, as a servant; Schachah—to 
bow down before; all of which indicate complete self-surrender 
to the great Jehovah, God. The same ideas are carried out in 
a spiritual sense in the teachings of Jesus, when He says: “Who- 
soever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross and follow Me.” He also called them laborers in His 
vineyard, and said that He was their “Lord” and “Master,” at 
the same time calling them “friends.” He gave an example of 
self-surrender to the will of the Father in Gethsemane in His 
prayer: “Thy will, not Mine, be done.” And the Apostle Paul 
interprets this teaching in a beautiful manner: “I beseech vou, 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” 


The ideal of worship found in the New Testament is purely 
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spiritual. Jesus told the Samaritan woman, in the above passage, 
that the time would come when neither on the sacred mountain 
of the Samaritans nor at Jerusalem would men worship God. 
And when the Disciples were amazed by the architectural display 
of the temple at Jerusalem, He prophesied that all that material 
splendor of human workmanship would disappear—‘there shall 
not be left one stone upon another.” On the other hand, He as- 


sured them that “where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, there,am I in the midst of them.” When he ascended 
to Heaven, not allowing any initiative to be taken on the part of 
the Disciples, He commanded them to gather at Jerusalem and 
wait in prayer until the Holy Spirit should come upon them 
Here only the spiritual is emphasized. The Disciples were not 


to go forth equipped with earthly wisdom to convert men, but 
were to be endued with power from on high. 

The efficacy of this power of the Holy Spirit is seen in the 
change produced in the Disciples of Jesus, who from timid, un 
lettered fishermen became the intrepid apostles and witnesses of 
the new religion. Peter, not because he was made pope and 
vicar of Jesus Christ, but because he was the one who had 
cravenly denied his Master, was chosen by the Holy Spirit to 
be the spokesman on the Day of Pentecost. He who had been 
called “Satan’’ by the Master, when he had tried to tempt Him 
away from His sufferings and death, was now to feed the flock 
of Christ. In the same way Pavl, who had been the most bitter 
ypponent and persecutor of the Christians, became, after his con- 
version, the greatest of the apostlés. This does not indicate that 
they were given a place of prominenée in any, hierarchy, but that 
each had become a new creature in Christ Jesus by the power of 
the indwelling Spirit. 

Nor was there any ritual or exterior form of worship taught 
by the primitive Christians, no set forms of prayers, burning of 
incense, or temple ceremonial, but simply an assembling together 
of the handful of persecuted believers, wherever they were able 
to do so, to read the Scriptures, to encourage each other in wit- 
nessing for Christ, and to receive through united prayer more 
of the Spirit’s power for the fulfilment of their arduous mission. 
The effect of this simple and sincere worship is te be seen in 
the innumerable company of martyrs who gave up their, lives 
for the truth. 
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Only when this early spirit of consecration grew cold, and 
the spirit of the world crept in, did splendid temples begin to be 
erected, and worldly wisdom to be displayed in converting the 
heathen, by substituting the worship of the images of saints for 
the worship of the images of the gods, thus losing sight of the 
radical principle of Jesus that it is necessary to be born again, 
and teaching that it was but a step from heathenism to Chris- 
tianity, simply a change of names for the same objects and sim- 
ilar forms of ceremonial. In many cases the statue of a Roman 
deity was given the name of a Christian saint and a place of 
honor in a Christian church! The worship of the Father in spirit 
and in truth thus degenerated into as gross a materialism as 
that of the heathen world itself. Here, then, comes the question: 
Is the Roman Church idolatrous? 

Her defenders emphatically deny this and say that only 
ignorance and malicious calumny can bring forward such an 
accusation. But here we would call attention to the fact that 
Rome uses no argument to defend her position, which has not 
also been used by heathen idolatrous religions to defend theirs. 

In the history of the people of Israel we see clearly mani- 
fest the tendency in human nature to idolatry, and this justi- 
fies the interpretation of God’s commandment to make no graven 
image for worship as absolute. 

Customs and practises in Roman Catholic countries, in times 
called by the Roman Church “Times of Faith,’ are such that, 
if we cannot include them in the term “idolatry,” we have no 
right understanding of the meaning of that term. 

Our purpose is not to accuse, nor to pronounce judgment; 
our purpose is to faithfully describe to our readers the customs 
and practises above referred to in countries where Rome has full 
control—the feasts of saints in the churches, processions in the 
streets, bull-fights, lotteries, dances, the trial by fire, etc., all 
connected with worship. 

We shall give to our readers what has come within our own 
experience, and we believe it to be within the experience of every 
honest priest. We shall point out the effect upon spiritual life, 
and we shall leave the reader to judge for himself: 

1st. Whether this worship is idolatrous. 

2d. Whether the Roman Church is responsible. 
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ROMANISTS TRY TO MURDER CROWLEY 


Are we living in the tenth or the eleventh century? or are 
we living in the enlightenment and culture of the twentieth cen- 
tury? Are we living in the midst of Mexican or South Ameri- 
can anarchy, or in the heart of Turkish barbarism, or are we 
living under the protection of the glorious Stars and Stripes of 
this “Sweet land of liberty,” “Land of the noble free’? 

Are you in any doubt? Then go to Oelwein, Ia., and ask a 
rowdy priest and a rowdy judge, who, if press reports are cor- 
rect, think America should be made Roman Catholic by means 
of iron clubs and brick bats upon Protestant skulls. 

Some time ago a critic said to us, “Tell us more about Rome 
of to-day rather than so much about Rome of the past.” But 
Rome never changes. Rome of the dark ages, of the days of 
burning, boiling, frying, scourging, flaying, tearing limb from 
limb, racking, starving, freezing, crushing and torturing with 
every conceivable devilish device of cruelty, honest Christians 
by the hands of Roman inquisitors, and Rome of this day is the 
same Rome, to the full limit of the law, or of opportunity to break 
the law, so far as she dares to be, in whatever land she may 
find a dwelling. 

However, here is AMERICAN Rome, to-day, THIS VERY 
DAY, under the American Constitution and under the Stars and 
Stripes, trying to murder an American citizen for exercising his 
American liberty. 

You stood aghast when we told you about Rome of to-day 
in Putumayo, Peru. But if Rome of Putumayo is of to-day it 
is at least far off, and so it gives you small alarm. What if a 
few heathen, ignorant Indians were tortured to death under 
Roman rule and Roman religion! That did not hurt us. And 
such is human selfishness that we are mostly interested in our 
own skins. 


American citizens must have a bomb exploded at their very 


doors, or under the chairs they sit upon, to awaken them to 
any sense of real alarm. So great and strong is our noble Con- 


‘ 


stitution that we just lie back and rest, “soft and comfy like,” 
thinking we are all safe and nothing can touch us, even when 


the very house is set afire by Roman incendiaries, and the smoke 
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is in our nostrils, and the rafters may collapse and the whole 
building fall into ruins at any moment. 

Sut the bomb has come in the form of a Roman mob trying 
to murder an American citizen because he exercised his consti- 
tutional rights. 

Press reports tell us that on the night of June 12, 1913, at 
Oelwein, Ia., in the United States of America, “land of the free 
and home of the brave,” the Rev. Jeremiah Crowley, author of 
one of the greatest and most important books on Romanism of 
this day, and for twenty-one years a Roman priest, but now 
an honest Protestant, exercised his constitutional right of free- 
dom of speech in giving a lecture in the Opera House of the 
town under the auspices of the Guardians of Liberty; and that 
on his return from the Opera House to his hotel, one block dis- 
tant, he was attacked by a merertaay mob of Romanists, yelling 
“Kill him!” “Cut out his heart!” “Send a dagger through him!” 


who, endeavoring to accomplish these gentle performances, finally 
gave him a black eye and a blow upon his head with a heavy 


iron weight, causing an ugly wound in the scalp, which freely 
bled in sight of the mob, and which required three stitches at 
the hand of a surgeon. 

The “Menace” gives the following newspaper report of the 
riot, taken from the “Times-Journal,” of Dubuque, Ia., of June 
13th. . 3 

“Special to the ‘Times-Journal.’ 

“Oelwein, Ia., June 12.—Jeremiah J. Crowley, of Cincinnati, 
O., ex-priest, was mobbed and barely escaped lynching Thursday 
night by a furious crowd of about three hundred ( ‘atholics after 
he had addressed a large audience at the Opera House. Mr. 
Crowley came to ‘ abeeta under the auspices of the Guardians of 
Liberty society. His subject Thursday night was concerning 
the parochial schools. He made bitter remarks against the 
parochial schools, it is said. 

“After the lecture he was met a short distance from the 
Opera House by a mob and was knocked down. The police and 
a number of citizens went to his rescue, and it was after a hard 
struggle that they succeeded in getting him to a hotel. He is now 
under police protection. It is stated that Crowley will deliver 
another lecture in the Opera House Friday evening.” 

Mr. Crowley was invited to Oelwein by the Guardians of 
Liberty to deliver his lecture on the school question. It is re- 
ported that the pastor of the lawless mob of rioting Romanists 
is the Rev. Father Patrick O’Connor, whose brother is Judge 
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Eugene O’Connor, judge of the Supreme Court. These men 
are reported as having had much to do with inciting the riot. 
Prior to Mr. Crowley’s arrival on the 4.45 p. m. train on June 
12th the murmurings of approaching trouble were in the air. 
Roman Catholic girls are quoted as having said: “We can kill 
him and not be hurt.” “Gene says we can kill him,” etc. 
“Gene,” it is presumed, means the Roman Catholic Judge— 
Eugene, protector of American liberties and upholder of the 
Constitution, who floats the Stars and Stripes above his court- 
house. And on the day of the trouble the honorable Roman 
judge was seen in the midst of the lawless rabble. And it is not 
reported that he has done anything to bring the miscreants to 
justice, nor that his priest-brother has even rebuked his parish- 
oners. Prior to Mr. Crowley’s arrival a Jew merchant, whose 
ancestors had been tortured and slain by the thousands by Rom- 
anists, was drafted into the Roman service, who circulated a 
petition among the non-Romanists, asking that “this undesirable 
citizen,” Mr. Crowley, be kept out of Oelwein. But the Jew’s 
mission was a failure, and he was advised by patriotic citizens 
to return to his store and attend to his own business. The Rom- 
anists then tried to block Mr. Crowley and the Guardians of 
Liberty by visiting Mr. G. H. Phillips, the owner of the Opera 
House, threatening to burn down his Opera House if Mr. Crow- 
ley were allowed to speak from its stage. But Mr. Phillips, who 
is an American patriot, replied, “If you burn my Opera House 
I have money enough to build another.” So the evening came, 
and Mr. Crowley delivered his address on “Rome’s Real Atti- 
tude Toward the Public Schools.” The following patriotic quo- 
tations from Mr. Crowley’s address will probably show why he 
was assaulted by un-American and anti-American Romanists: 


“T believe in the American common school; I believe it is the 
palladium of our liberties; I believe it holds the future greatness 
and glory of our nation.” 

“The American people should set themselves as a wall of gran- 
ite against even the shadow of sectarian interference with the 
bulwark of their liberties, the public school. Their declaration 
should be: We will treat as a deadly enemy of the nation ANY 
sect that attempts to undermine the public school, or that tries 
to get public funds.” 

“T disbelieve in the Roman Catholic parochial school; I be- 
lieve it is a menace to our free institutions; I believe it is a 
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black shadow upon our future greatness and glory; I believe it 
is alike destructive of the Church and of the State. Because 
of these beliefs I am here to discuss ‘Rome’s Real Attitude To- 
ward the Public Schools.’ ” 

“The time is surely near at hand for the Jesuits and other Catho- 
lic enemies of the public school to charge it with bringing about 
the rebellion of Lucifer, the fall of Adam, the universal deluge 
and the diabolical immorality of Pope Alexander VI. They will 
also probably charge it with producing the separation of Church 
and State in France and Portugal. My answer is, may God 
speed the day when all the benighted Catholic countries of the 
world will break with medievalism and enter into concordats 
with the genius of the twentieth century.” 


Hoodlums found their way into the Opera House, and dur- 
ing the lecture Mr. Crowley was interrupted by cat-calls. At 
the close of the address the respectable citizens departed for their 
homes quietly, as usual. When Mr. Crowley had exchanged 
greetings with those who tarried and was ready to leave for his 
hotel only Rome’s hoodlums remained in the street. The account 
of the riot which followed I give you in detail as it is reported 
in the “Menace” : 


“When Mr. Crowley and party started for the hotel they took 
the precaution to take the middle of the street instead of going 
up the sidewalk, which was lined with thugs, who had armed 
themselves with bricks, two large stacks of which were in the 
street at a convenient point. When Mr. Crowley appeared in 
the street the mob grew furious and began to close in, when 
they were remonstrated with coolly and deliberately by Mr. Crow- 
ley, who advised them that they had better take a second thought 
and not act on the advice of Pat and his brother, the ‘judge.’ 
A policeman escorted Mr. Crowley’s party to the hotel, but he 
was helpless before several hundred Romish hyenas, who were 
thirsting for the blood of Protestants. 

“Women were in the crowd, and made the very welkin ring 
with their shrieks, such as ‘Kill him!’ ‘Cut out his heart!’ ‘Send 
a dagger through him!’ etc., etc. 

“By judiciously offering counsel, and at the same time walk- 
ing directly toward his destination, Mr. Crowley avoided any 
serious assault until within a few feet of the hotel door when, 
realizing that the last chance for the night was at hand, the yell- 
ing and hooting became intense, and the mob closed in for final 
attack. The melee that followed was desperate. Mr. Crowley’s 
hat was first knocked off, that his head might be an easy target 
for the weapons of the enemy, and being a very large, tall man 
the target was easily accessible. 
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“Jim Hanlon, a bar-tender, formerly a Protestant, but who, 
it is alleged, joined the Catholic Church in order to get a position 
in a saloon, blackened one of Mr. Crowley’s eyes, and had it 
not been that Mr. Crowley had taken the precaution to remove 
his glasses before leaving the Opera House he would have been 
a blind man to-day. 

“Mr. Crowley was surrounded in such a manner that it was as 
difficult for him to move as it was for his friends to protect him 
and ward off the blows, and he was severely pounded from every 
direction. 

“Mr. George W. Weaver, proprietor of the Hotel Mealey, 
was watching the mob from the door of the hotel, and think- 
ing that there might be a possibility of Mr. Crowley reaching 
the door alive, took the precaution to have the screen door open 
in order that refuge might be as easy as possible, but before Mr. 
Crowley could reach the door he was struck a tremendous blow 
over the head with an iron, supposed to be a heavy clock weight, 
or something of the sort, in the hands of Ed. Murray, one of 
the leaders of the mob and a clerk in the jewelry store of Nut- 
ting & Jones. Severe as the blow was, Mr. Crowley remained 
on his feet, however, and with difficulty passed in at the hotel door 
with his life, but with an ugly wound, which was bleeding pro- 
fusely, and the sight of which sickened the bystanders. 

“Mr. Crowley was ushered up to his room, and, realizing that 
their prey had escaped, Rome’s hoodlums became frantic. P retty 
soon they demanded of Mr. Weaver that he be turned out of 
the hotel. Mr. Weaver refused. Then said the leaders of the 
mob, ‘If you will not turn him out yourself, we will drag him 
out.” To which Mr. Weaver, patriot that he is, retorted: ‘If 
you do it will be over my corpse!’ 

“During the riot a young man by the name of Mealey, son 
of the owner of the Hotel Mealey building, was arrested by ‘Offi- 
cer Stoner. When Mealey was searched it was found that he 
had two large stones and a stale egg in his pockets. 

‘The character of Murray, the man who dealt the blow that 
inflicted the worst injury, is shown by an incident which hap- 
pened at the jewelry store of Nutting & Jones, where he is 
clerk, on the day following the riot, when Miss Flanagan, a 
young lady of Oelwein, went to the store for a ring which she 
had left there for repairs, and after being grossly insulted by 
Murray was addressed in this manner: ‘You dirty little Pro- 
testant, you should be shot along with the rest of ’em!’ 

‘After Mr. Crowley was taken to his room, accompanied 
by several leading citizens, physicians were summoned. Dr. D. 
W. Ward, assisted by his father, also a physician, who resides 
in another city, dressed Mr. Crowley’s wound, and made the 
following official statement concerning the same for the benefit 
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of those who might wish it for future evidence: ‘Contusion of 
scalp, lacerated incised wound about one inch in length, slightly 
to left of vertex of skull. Incision extends down to the perios- 
teum. Three stitches applied, to be removed in about ten days. 
D. W. Ward, M.D., Oelwein, Ia.’ 

“Sheriff Edw. F. Clark, of Fayette County, living at West 
Union, seventeen miles from Oelwein, having heard of the riot 
and the attempt on the part of the Catholics to murder Crowley, 
hastened at once to Oelwein by automobile at midnight. The 
situation was explained to him immediately, and he was advised 
to communicate with the Governor of Iowa and ask for the troops 
if he felt that he was not equal to the emergency, as Mr. Crow- 
ley was billed to speak again Friday night and was determined 
to do so, demanding his right to protection as an American citi- 
zen. He promised an answer the following morning, but the 
idea of troops did not set well with the patriotic citizens of Oel- 
wein. 


“They considered that the outrage of the previous evening 
was a disgrace to the town, to the State of Iowa and the United 
States, and felt that it would lead the people throughout the 
country to believe that they were cowards and unable to pro- 
tect themselves and their guests from the attacks of Pat O’Con- 
nor’s hoodlums, Mollie Maguires and Knights of Columbus. They 


would have none of it. 

“They met in groups about town, decided to arm themselves 
and take the situation in hand, which they did to a queen’s taste 
and to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

“At the last moment, however, realizing the determination 
of the people, and fearing that ‘Father’ (God save the mark!) 
©’Connor might persist in his attempt to murder Crowley, the 
sheriff swore in 100 deputies, among them some of the most 
prominent citizens, giving each an officer’s star, and power to 
make arrests. For quite a while the local tin shop resembled 
a police paraphernalia factory. 


“On entering the hall for the second lecture on ‘Savonarola, 
Sacrificed to Popish Greed and Lust,’ Friday evening, Mr. 
Crowley was attacked by a female devotee of the pope, Mrs. 
Henehan, who could no longer restrain her passion. She smashed 
him in the face with her fist and knocked off his glasses, but 
inflicted no injury. She was seized immediately by two deputies, 
but fought like a demon, biting and kicking like a mad bull, 
even biting off one of the officer’s stars and cutting other capers 
not exactly in keeping with the dignity of her sex. She was 
ejected from the hall, and this ended the disturbance for the 
second night. 

“When Crowley appeared on the platform the second time 
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the applause was tremendous, and it was several minutes before 
he could proceed *with his address. Intense interest was mani- 
fested throughout the lecture, and at the close he was given 
a hearty ovation and an urgent invitation to return to Oelwein 
at some future date. 


“Mr. Crowley thanked his friends for the interest manifested 
in his behalf, and closed by saying: 

““*T shall be delighted to return to Oelwein on a future occa- 
sion, when I hope to deliver an address on the immortal Martin 
Luther, the emancipator of humanity, and when I come, I assure 
you that I will not come under the protection of the pope of 
Rome or the pope of Oelwein, but under the protection of the 
Stars and Stripes.’ ” 


It is said that Knights of Columbus were seen in the rioting 
mob participating in the lawless demonstration. 

Can there be any doubt now about how Rome means to make 
America Roman Catholic? And this is not medieval Rome, but 
it is Rome TO-DAY. 

Now, we advise three things: 

First—Let every patriotic American citizen read THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC and every anti-papal periodical and book he 
can find, and distribute this literature among his American neigh- 
bors and among deceived honest Roman laymen. 

Second.—Let every loyal American citizen become a member 
of the Guardians of Liberty. “In union there is strength.” 
Protestants should be organized, and non-Protestant patri- 
otic Americans should be organized to resist the invasion of this 
foreign Roman power upon our national rights and liberty. 
The membership fee is only one dollar a year. We shall be glad 
to receive applications for membership, accompanied by the fee, 
at the office of THE CoNvEeRTED CATHOLIC. 

Third.—Read Mr. Crowley’s great book: “Romanism a Menace 
to the Nation.” This book was described at length in our May 
number. It has been extensively sold at $2.20, postpaid. Since 
the Oelwein riot and assault Mr. Crowley has reduced the price 
of the book to $1.50, postpaid, in order to put it within the reach 
of a greater number of readers. It is sold by THE CoNVERTED 
CaTHOLIC, and we wish that all our readers might possess a copy. 
If you want to know what Romanism is To-pay in America, as 
revealed by an ex-priest, who has inside knowledge, then read 
this book. W. RussELL COLLINs. 
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LETTER TO CARDINAL GIBBONS 
XVII. 
My dear Cardinal: 


Many readers of these letters have expressed their astonish- 
ment at seeing for the first time the confusion that exists among 
the historians of your Church. They exclaim with surprise: 
“Why, there is nothing certain! Is it possible that these men 
believe what they say?” 

“No,” we reply, emphatically. In the Roman Church to see 
is to lose faith. There are some simple men who have learned 
to practise the “virtue” of a blind faith, and who believe that 
they have no right to question what Mother Church teaches. In 
the opinion of such, to treat of these matters is a waste of time, 
and a departure from the faith. They are resolved to accept 
what the Church requires them to accept, and to reject what she 
tells them to reject. Investigation to them would seem not only 
unnecessary, but wicked. If, in their first years of study, they 
have had any doubts, they have gone with them to the confes- 
sional, and their confessor has forbidden them to read all books 
treating in any way of subjects which would tend to intensify 
their doubts. In many cases not only histories are prohibited, 
but even the reading of the Bible is forbidden to monks as well 
as priests, “for the sake of their peace of conscience.” 

There is another class of priests who have abandoned their 
spiritual life to such an extent that it is of no importance to 
them to know what may have been the origin of the dogmas of 
the Church. They defend her out of an instinct of self-preserva- 
tion, like that of the patriot who defends his native land, because 
it is his native land, and he feels himself to have an integral part 
in its glory or disgrace; or he is like the mother who, although 
she knows better than any one else the defects of her child, is 
offended when others mention them, and many times she would 
die in his defense even if all the evidence should condemn him. 

3ut that men like yourself, Cardinal, who have, as I presume, 
made a serious study of history, really believe that there is any 
foundation upon which to base what they teach concerning the 
papacy—such a phenomenon is incredible! 





228 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


As I have said on other occasions, it is very difficult for me, 
being contrary to my nature, to condemn a man; but I must 
say, Cardinal, I cannot believe that your invitation to study the 
history of your Church is sincere. If, in the strictest confidence, 
as man to man, you could convince me that you wrote what you 
really felt and believed, I assure you, with all respect, that I 
should hold you as an object worthy of study for alienists and 
psychologists. 

If Pius X should declare to-day: “We hold that the present 
constitution of the Church is the best adapted to the social and 
moral conditions of humanity, and as such we adopt it fully; but 
we condemn the doctrine which gives this constitution a divine ori- 
gin, and which teaches that outside of the Church there is no 
salvation,” then there would be no need of our discussing these 
subjects, and humanity, especially those of the Catholic faith, 
would be incalculably benefited by the removal of the terrible 
incubus of papal excommunication. But clearly this would not 
be furthering the ambition of the pope to “make America Catho- 
lic,” and England, and every other country he can gain power 
over, as well, so we may not cherish such a vain hope. On the 
contrary, we must lift up our voice in protest, before the people 
of “free America” find themselves bound with Roman chains and 
fetters, which you, Cardinal, would make to appear but cords 
of silk. 


‘ 


Let us go on, therefore, with our study of the “popes who should 
be canceled because of irregularities in their election,” and take 
up the next in order, Boniface I. 

To the impartial mind there can be no doubt whatever as 
to the nullity of his election. Why, in the name of common 
sense, has he not been canceled? All the circumstances in his 
case are in favor of Eulalius, his competitor. Let us study the 
details for a moment. 

The haste observed in his election has no precedent. “Lives 
of Popes” says that the Holy See, upon the death of St. Zocimus, 
was vacant one day. It has been disputed, however, whether 


Zocimus was really dead before the election. At any rate, we 


know that he had not been buried, so that, without offending 
against charity, we can truly say that, with this election at least. 
human ambition had more to do than the inspiration of the Holy 
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Spirit. Then, with regard to the candidates, Eulalius has the 
advantage as to regularity. Even Artaud confesses that Eulalius 
was created archdeacon by Innocent I, thus becoming, as we 
might say, the most prominent figure in Rome next to the pope, 
and therefore the one who most naturally would succeed him. 
The election of Eulalius took place in the Church of the Lateran, 
which was the proper place for a papal election. After the elec- 
tion Eulalius was consecrated by the Bishop of Ostia, the privi- 
lege having already been given to the bishops occupying that 
see to officiate at the consecration of popes. He was assisted by 
several other bishops, and all was done in regular canonical 
order. Boniface, on the other hand, assembled his party in the 
Church of St. Theodora, and was consecrated, as we are told, 
in the Church of St. Marcellus. This fact alone is sufficient to 
indicate that Boniface was elected by a mere faction. 

I cannot omit to make note here of an amusing passage in 
“Lives of Popes” which says that “Boniface was made cardinal- 
priest by St. Damasus. When about to be proclaimed pontiff, 
he had not voluntarily accepted that dignity, but he had at 
length given his consent.” It seems very peculiar that a man 
whom it took such a time to persuade to accept the title of 
cardinal-priest should have made such undignified haste in hav- 
ing himself declared pope. (Damasus reigned from 366 to 384, 
and the election of Boniface took place in 418.) It would seem 
as though, as far back as the time of Damasus, Boniface had 
sworn to be “pope or nothing.” Artaud would have done bet- 
ter if he had abated his zeal for Mother Church a little and 
had not tried to make Boniface anything but a simple deacon, as 
many affirm he was. 

The Emperor confirmed the election of Eulalius. Whether it be 
that he was deceived by the Governor of Rome, according to the 
motu proprio of Artaud, or not, it is certain that the election 
was made, the report submitted to the Emperor and approved 
by him, and that he himself ordered the Bishop of Ostia to pro- 
ceed to the consecration. Afterward Boniface appealed to the 
Emperor. Of this, “Lives of Popes,” no doubt for the sake of 
brevity, says only: “The Emperor, warned that Symmachus (the 
Governor) had written falsely to him upon the subject, thought 
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fit to call upon both Boniface and Eulalius to attend before him 
at Ravenna. Eulalius, in contempt of the Emperor’s orders, left 
Rome for a short time and then secretly returned. That, of 
course, put an end to all dispute upon the subject of the pontifi- 
cate; Boniface was recognized.” 

The real historical facts differ slightly from Artaud’s account ; 
but even if we should accept what he says without question, we 
have the following facts before us with regard to Boniface: 
First, that he was irregularly elected by a faction; second, that 
the Emperor did not recognize his election; third, that the Em- 
peror, angry because the legitimate pope, Eulalius, had refused 
to obey his summons, instigated by the pretentious demands of 
an intruder, removed Eulalius, in spite of having approved his 
election, and having inducted him into the sacred office, and 
accepted, without further formality, Boniface, whose: election he 
had formerly declared null. 

If the Emperor had called for another election and Boniface 
had then been elected, we should not discuss his validity; but as 
the case stands, it plainly appears that he was made pope by 
virtue of the caprice and wounded pride of the Emperor. We 
are told by other historians that the Emperor, after deposing 
Eulalius, called upon the Bishop of Ostia to reconsecrate Boni- 
face, which he refused to do, on the ground that he had already 
consecrated one pope and could not consecrate another while the 
first still lived. 

Much the same disorders and crimes were repeated at the 
election of St. Symmachus, A. D. 498. Then the rival claimant 
was Laurentius. Both were elected and consecrated on the same 
day, but having submitted the decision to the Emperor, he decreed 
that the one who had been first elected and who had the largest 
number of adherents should be pope. The Deacon Symmachus 


was declared to be the true pope, and Laurentius was made 
Bishop of Nocera. 


The next pope whose election was uncanonical without any 
doubt was Felix IV, successor to St. John I, A. D. 526. Artaud, 
being careful to hide such historical facts as may injure the 
Church which it is his object to vindicate in the face of all rea- 
son and justice gives us no details. However, what he does give 
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is sufficient for the reader to be able to form, with our assistance, 
an accurate idea of how this link of the apostolic chain of suc- 
cession was forged (“Lives of Popes,” p. 120): “The secret 
reasons which had led Theodoric to imprison St. John I began 
to be known. That prince was bent upon exercising great power 
over the election of the popes. It was Theodoric who indicated 
the choice that ought to be made on this occasion.” 

Here the author lies, and knows that he lies, because the story 
is perfectly plain and there is no cause for emitting such an opin- 
ion. Every historian knows, or ought to know, the reasons for 
imprisoning John I. I am of the opinion that the historian 
should not present conclusions, particularly if such conclusions 
are condemnatory; the historian should not be a judge, but 
simply a narrator of facts. The facts here are that John I 
accepted a commission from Theodoric and did not fulfil it. 
Ought John, as pope, to accept such a commission or not? That 
I cannot tell; I should first have to hear what John himself had 
to say about it. But if John, as a pope and a Christian, knew 
that he ought not to accept the commission of Theodoric, he 
should have preferred death to doing so. However, once having 
accepted it, did not honor require him to fulfil it? John was 
accused by the ambassadors who accompanied him of not having 
fulfilled what he had promised to Theodoric. They accused him 
in fact of being a traitor to the King, and subsequent history 
condemns him. 

The only bearing all this has upon the election of Felix IV 
is that Artaud brings it forward to show up the despotic char- 
acter of Theodoric and his desire to interfere in the papal elec- 
tions, and keep the popes under his control. Artaud tells us that, 
after the death of John I, “the Holy See remained vacant one 
month and twenty-seven days.” Now, in the case of the elec- 
tion of preceding popes of that epoch, we observe that many 
times the Apostolic See was the object of such ambition that they 
did not even wait for one pope to die before electing another. 
So there must have been some reason for this delay. 

Artaud does not tell us what the clergy and people were 
doing all this time; but if the Emperor had not permitted the 
election, I am sure that Artaud would have written pages of 
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indignant lamentation. There was no impediment, however. 
All that other historians tell us is that Theodoric took every pre- 
caution possible to prevent Rome from becoming the scene of so 
many crimes and scandals as had too often occurred in the papal 
elections. He waited nearly two months, and then seeing that 
the electors could come to no agreement, he forced upon them, 
velis nolis, Felix IV as pope. Artaud as suavely as possible puts 
it that Theodoric “indicated the choice that ought to be made 
on this occasion.” In this declaration he unwittingly reflects 
upon the Church he so zealously tries to defend at the expense 
of truth. The conduct of Theodoric must be attributed either 
to prudence or despotism. If it was because the electors, after 
nearly two months, were still unable to carry through a peaceable 
election, and, for the sake of avoiding scandal, that he gave them 
a pope, it was an_act of prudence; if he did it in order to 
deprive them of the right of electing a pope, it was an act of 
despotism. If the first is true, is it not a pity that a Goth should 
have to play the part of teacher to a Christian ecclesiastical body 
in such a serious matter as the election of a pope? If the sec- 


ond is true, d&Spotism was what might have been expected from 


a Barbarian without faith. And in the latter case, what shall be 
said of Felix? Ought he to have accepted the pontificate at the 
hands of the Emperor, who was not in communion with the 
Church ? 

Let us suppose that the President of the United States, by 
right of conquest, should become the chief magistrate of Italy, 
and that he should send you, Cardinal, to Rome and say to the 
cardinals there, “Here you have a pope’—would you accept? 
Let us suppose that you answer, “Yes, if they are fools enough 
to acknowledge me, all the better for me.” Such an answer 
would mean a frank confession that the Holy Spirit had no part 
in this election and an admission that His assistance is not always 
necessary. But let us suppose that you answer “No.” Why not? 
Do you feel that you ought not to accept without being elected 
by the College of Cardinals? Then Felix, in accepting the nomi- 
nation of a Goth without the election of the clergy and people, did 
something he ought not to do. So that brings up another side 
of the question, Was Felix worthy or not? If he was worthy, 
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is it possible that the Holy Spirit inspired a Goth to do what He 
did not inspire the assembly of electors to do in nearly two 
months’ deliberation? If Felix was unworthy, we are forced to 
conclude in a real case, as we did in the hypothetical one above, 
that the Holy Spirit had no part in this election. 

Artaud does not see this point at all, and he ascribes to Felix 
a catalogue of virtues. But, aside from Felix’s part in the matter, 
how about the College of Cardinals, or assembly of electors, 
whichever it was, who allowed an Emperor to dictate to them 
and choose their pope? It is plain that the spirit of the martyrs 
had departed from them. 

My readers may judge whether Felix IV should be removed 
from the list of the popes, and we will proceed to consider Boni- 
face II, his successor, A. D. 530. 

In order to judge of the conditions under which Boniface 
was elected we will quote a reliable historian: “After the death 
of Felix, the intrigues for a successor were renewed. At this 
period the ambition of the priests had grown to be very great; 
liberty began to be banished from the elections, and those who 
had riches or powerful friends could alone hope to aspire to the 
episcopate.” 

“Lives of Popes” says (p. 121): “Boniface II, Roman born, 
but son of Sigisbald, a Goth, was cardinal-priest of St. Cecilia, 
and was created pontiff on the 16th of October, 530. On the day 
of his election, a faction of malcontents named as pope Dioscorus, 
a former legate from Hormisdas to the Orientals; but that false 
pope died seventeen days after that intrusion, and even after his 
death he was excommunicated, because he had been guilty of the 
crime of simony.” 

Possessing these data, let us see what difficulties present them- 
selves to the impartial student of your history. 

The first thing which attracts our notice here is that Boniface, 
the son of a Goth, was elected pope with the approbation of 
Alaric, King of the Goths, in preference to Dioscorus, who, since 
the time of Hormisdas, had been held in high estimation in the 
Church. Artaud has already called our attention to the fact that 
Theodoric, the predecessor of Alaric, “was bent upon exercising 
great power over the election of the popes,” and “indicated the 
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choice” (read rather “forced the choice”) of Felix. “The Roman 
clergy wisely respected the will of the Gothic King, whose will 
in truth they had no power to resist with success.” (Ergo, they 
were not free and the election was null.) “That mode of elec- 
tion necessarily continued in force as long as Gothic kings re- 
mained in Italy.” This confession of Artaud makes us believe 
that, on the occasion of the election of Boniface, Alaric went a 
step farther than his predecessor, Theodoric, and succeeded in 
placing one of his own race on the papal throne, and tried to 
prevent Dioscorus from being elected, probably because Dios- 
corus, being attached to the court of Constantinople, was not 
the right one to carry out the political ends of Alaric. But here 
we find that the people and clergy did not submit to his will, and, 
making use of their rights, proceeded to place on the apostolic 
throne a pope of their own election. But Providence, which 
apparently for some time past inclined to favor the Gothic party, 
rather than the Christian party, prevented the repetition of such 
crimes and disorders as took place at the election of Damasus, by 
putting an end to the life of Dioscorus, seventeen days after his 
election, “Boniface being thus left in peaceful possession of the 


Holv See.” (“Lives of Popes,” p, 121.) 


Cardinal, do you believe that Dioscorus died a natural death? 

Another notable thing with regard to Boniface II, and which 
we consider a disgrace, is that he was the first pope to excom- 
municate a dead man. And we read that he excommunicated 
Dioscorus for the sin of simony, which is precisely the sin of 
which Boniface himself is accused by Athanasius, the librarian, 
whose authority you cannot reject! Probably this pope did not 
remember at the time the teaching of our Lord, when He said: 
“He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone.” 
As you know, all this sounds too much like a “bluff” in order 
to frighten malcontents and throw them into disgrace, and to 
justify those who gave to Boniface the “peaceable possession of 
the Holy See.” 

Still another notable fact in the life of this pope is this: 
“Lives of Popes” tell us that in order to avoid intrigues in the 
papal elections, he convoked a council and nominated his succes- 
sor, obliging the bishops upon oath to recognize Vigilius, upon 
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his own death, as the legitimate pope without any election. Now, 
the circumstance of Vigilius being the son of the Consul, John, 
and a Goth, and also one of the most astute politicians of his 
time, makes many believe that the Gothic King had made it a 
condition for the elevation of Boniface to the papal dignity that 
he should enforce the election of Vigilius as his successor. Ar- 
taud goes on to say: “Boniface, repenting of having violated the 
holy laws and the canons, principally those of Nice, and of hav- 
ing offended the liberty of the holy comitia (not College of Car- 
dinals), called the council together again and annulled the decree 
that he had issued as to the election of his successor.” 

Supposing this retraction to be true, not because it has been 
proved, but because it is admitted by reliable authorities, ancient 
as well as modern, it makes the case of Boniface still worse. Here 
it occurs to me to ask: Do you know whether the popes at that 
time were already infallible? Boniface certainly does not prove 
himself to have been infallible, for he acknowledged that he and 
the whole council had made a mistake in a matter of great im- 
portance in morals and doctrine. As in his retraction he gives 
no reasons for so doing, but simply annuls the decree of the elec- 
tion of Vigilius, we do not know if Boniface called together the 
first council because he was forced to do so, or because he was 
ignorant of the laws concerning the election of popes. The politi- 
cal events which followed his retraction would explain his change 
of policy; and his ignorance of the laws governing papal elec- 
tions is quite natural, as no such laws as yet existed. It certainly 
was not an innovation to name his successor, for Peter and the 
first popes are said by your own historians to have done so. On 
your own argument that it is against the law of the Church for 
a pope to name his successor I have already pointed out to you 
that Peter and the first popes should have been excommunicated. 
For this as well as the other reasons mentioned, Boniface II 
should be removed from the papal catalogue. 

My dear Cardinal, to go on with this story of fraud and 
crime, intrigue and cowardice and despotism, is most painful 
to me. Doubts and questionings crowd upon my mind, renew- 
ing the memory of those cruel days in the past, when I believed 
that, with the loss of my faith in your Church, I was going to 
lose all faith. 
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How simple it would be, and how much more worthy of our 
respect and confidence, if your historians, instead of forging 
separate chains of contradictory lies, should all agree that hon- 
esty is the best policy and stop trying to prop up the foundation- 
less structure of Rome. 

They would frankly tell us, then, that Felix IV and Boniface 
II, and all the others we have mentioned, besides many more 
we have not mentioned, were not canonically elected; that at that 
time there was no College of Cardinals and no one imagined that 
such an institution would ever exist under the name of Chris- 
tianity; that the election of the popes was accomplished at first 
(that is, after the bishops of Rome actually began to assume that 
office) by an assembly of the people and clergy; and later, in 
order to prevent the election from falling upon one who might 
be opposed to the empire, in return for a little temporal power, 
the Emperors bought the electoral liberty and reserved for 
themselves the right of approval; but that when the Christians 
scandalized the Barbarians by their divisions and strife, the Bar- 
barian Emperors, as they did not believe in the Holy Spirit, acted 
according to human prudence and managed things to suit them- 
selves. The Roman prelates, having lost the spirit of martyrdom 
and being cowardly as well as ambitious, “wisely respected the 
will of the Gothic King, whose will, in truth, they had no power 
to resist with success.” No doubt it was for this very excellent 
reason some of the popes felt themselves obliged to offer incense 
to idols! | 

But that all your historians should agree and should speak 
the truth would be nothing short of a miracle; and in order that 
it might be brought about, as we have already made clear, Rome 
would have to give up her pretentious claims of universal power 
and dominion, confess her sins and learn of the reformers and 
the heretics whom she denounces. 


We cannot hope that she who aspires to be the mistress of 
the world will bow her haughty head in humility, but we can 
labor and pray for individuals under her dominion and proclaim 
liberty to the captives—the liberty wherewith Christ has made 
us tree. 


MANUEL FERRANDO. 
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SAINT RITA, “SAINT OF THE IMPOSSIBLE” 


BY PROFESSOR W. RUSSELL COLLINS, D.D. 


Before I tell you about Saint Rita, “Saint of the Impossible,” 
or more truly speaking the impossible saint, let us consider the 
enslavement of God, by His omnipotent, sovereign, majesty, his 
holiness of the Vatican, who has slanderously named his in- 
inquitous throne with the name of the humble apostle, Saint 
Peter, who probably never saw Rome, unless he was carried there 
for martyrdom. 

In the Scriptures and in Protestant theology we are taught 
that God only is omnipotent. Impossibility, we are taught, is 
applicable only to created beings. Yet there is a measure of 
impossibility applicable to God also. For God cannot lie nor 
change the truth. God cannot change nor abandon His own 
attributes. God cannot create another God greater than, nor 
equal with Himself. God cannot become non-existent. The 
absolutely impossible cannot be brought within the sphere of 
possibility even by the omnipotent God Himself. Omnipotence 
is limited to the possession of all power that exists, but does 
not include impossibility, in which there exists no power. 


Yet idolatrous Rome has created a woman who can bring to 
pass the impossible, if we are to accept her title and office as con- 
veying any meaning at all. Necessarily she is greater than God. 


But as God is the slave of Rome this is not a matter of great 
wonderment. For under Roman rule God is compelled to obey 
the wish of every man or woman whom Rome chooses to can- 
onize. The greatest being in the universe, under the Roman 
scheme, is the man who sits in the chair which is used as a 
libel upon the name of the blessed apostle, Saint Peter. For 
this man is alleged to have the power to call forth souls from 
a purgatory of his own creation, or even from hell, after they 
have been burned alive at the stake on earth for heresy by the 
hand of this man’s predecessors in authority and infallibility. 
And he may canonize these souls and make saints of them and 
give them power to command God to do their will. Of this, Joan 
of Arc, a heretic sent to hell in papal flames, and now a papal 
saint, is an illustrious instance. And over these saints 
he exercises sovereign power himself, so that they must 
do his will. He likewise so controls men under his 
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obedience that they are unable to obtain any favor on 
earth or in heaven save through the agency of these 
saints of his creation. Nor can they approach these saints save 
under rules formulated by him. And these rules require that 
men shall be mulct, in large fees, for such favors as they hope 
to obtain, to the enormous profit of this man’s treasury. The 
favors sought are not always obtained, and, in fact, are seldom 
obtained. And when obtained they are not obtained by the 
means supposed, for which they are mulct. The scheme is, 
therefore, a colossal fraud upon men. But under this scheme 
God becomes the slave of the pope, who hires God out to men 
for a fee to do them service. For the man brings his candle 
and his offering to the shrine of the saint, and there pours forth 
his petition. And this offering, whatever be the kind, goes into 
the pope’s treasury for his enrichment. In consideration of this 
fee, or fine, the pope’s created slave-saint must respond to the 
man’s appeal in saintly obedience to the papal will. Acting 
under this obedience to the pope the saint carries the petition 
of the man to God, who is obliged to obey the command of the 
saint. So God becomes the slave of the saint, who is the slave 
of the pope, who sells the service of the saint and of God to 


men, who are also his slaves, who can obtain no favors at any 
hand other than his, nor for any price other than that which 
he imposes. 


As illustrative of saintly control and enslavement of God, the 
following legend is told in monasteries and convents and from 
Roman pulpits to the simple-minded faithful. 

A notoriously wicked man, who had enriched himself in the 
robbery of others, but who was numbered among the faithful at 
the shrine of St. Joseph, where he had deposited large fees, died 
and went to Peter’s gate. Peter, aroused by loud rapping and 
clamor for admission, opened the gate, supposing some pious 
soul had come to claim a place in heaven. But upon discover- 
ing in the applicant this wicked man, who had served the devil 
so well, Peter exclaimed: “You can’t come in here. It would be 
a disgrace to all heaven to admit you.” And so Peter slammed 
the door in his face and turned the key, and went his way to 
some other part of heaven. But this son of Belial was undis- 
mayed and undiscouraged. And persistently he continued his 
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loud rapping and clamoring at the gate to the annoyance of 
those within. After a little Saint Joseph came along, and, hear- 
ing the noise, inquired what could be the matter. Whereupon 
the man, hearing Saint Joseph’s voice, cried out, “O Saint 
Joseph, let me in! You know me. I have long been a friend 
of yours. I have visited your shrine many times, and I have 
made you my patron saint, and I have given much money into 
your treasury.” And Saint Joseph replied, “Of course, I know 
you as one of my most faithful friends. Why don’t you come 
in?” “Because Saint Peter won’t let me in,” said the man. “Oh, 
never mind Peter, I'll attend to him; come right in,” said Joseph. 
“Remember I was a carpenter, and I have my kit of tools 
with me.” Joseph then opened his kit, and, finding the neces- 
sary tools, he removed the lock from the gate, admitted his 
friend and replaced the lock, thus outwitting Peter. Then this 
man and Joseph were seen walking arm in arm along the golden 
street, and there was great scandal in heaven, for everybody 
was shocked at the presence of such a wicked man. After a 
while God heard about it. And when He saw this man and 
Joseph together He called Joseph apart and admonished him, 
and told him that all heaven was scandalized, and that such a 
wicked man could not remain there, and that he must be sent 
away immediately. But Joseph replied: “He is a faithful friend 
of mine, and if he goes I go, and if I go Mary goes with me, 
and if Mary goes of course her Son goes, too.” And of course 
that could not be, and God was helpless. So God had to be 
obedient to the will of Joseph, and the wicked man remained 
in heaven. 

And the moral teaching is: pay money _plentifully at the 
shrine of Saint Joseph and sin as much as yow like, and 
Joseph, in obedience to papal command, will be obliged to be- 
friend you in heaven, and God is powerless to resist him. So 
you may tie God’s hands, or compel Him to do you service by 
making the proper cash payment to the pope, who is sovereign 
in heaven, earth and hell, and who as such wears the triple 
crown. Yes, the pope is greater than God. 


But the pope has made a saint even greater than Joseph. 
For to him it is not given to achieve the impossible. 
Saint Rita is the “Saint of the Impossible.” And I shall tell 
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you her story as it is published in this year of our Lord 1913 
in civilized, educated and enlightened America by the Roman 
Catholic Church for American people to read and believe. I 
know nothing about Saint Rita except that which is published 
by the Roman Catholic Church. Consequently, whatever I 
may tell you about her is purely of Roman origin and authority. 

Saint Rita’s Day comes on the 22d of May, and the Roman 
press had much to say about Rita in “the month of Mary” just 
past. Like most saints, Rita had a shin-bone, perhaps two of 
them. And by means of her shin-bone Rita is capable of doing 
impossible things. Somebody secured possession of a bit of one 
of these shin-bones and brought it to America. And now that 
bit of shin-bone, through its wonderful financial skill, has grown 
into a church in Chicago, known as Saint Rita’s Church. And it 
has acquired a shrine in New York, where it has established a 
rivalry for the coin of the people with Saint Ann’s shin-bone, 
which has also become a great and wealthy church within a few 
years. As proof of the wonders of this bone I quote from the 
“Menace” the following news item taken from the Chicago 
“Daily News” of May 22d: 

“A large number of cures said to have been effected through 
prayers at the shrine of Saint Rita in Saint Rita’s Roman 
Catholic Church have been reported to the Rev. James F. Green, 


pastor of the church, in the course of the nine days novena, 
which closes to-night. 


“A score of persons have declared that their prayers before 


the relic of Saint Rita in the church have brought them relief 
from bodily ills. 


“Several thousand persons from all parts of Chicago and near- 
by cities visited the church to-day. Saint Rita’s Church is located 
at Oakley Avenue and West Sixty-third Street. It treasures a 
bit of bone from the shin of Saint Rita, of Passia.”’ 


So Saint Rita is verily a fact in cultured America. Would 
you like to pray to Saint Rita and receive something impossible? 
Remember, she alone can give the impossible; and it is useless 
to pray to God for such things. If so, then I give you a prayer 
by which you must come to her impossible omnipotency. This 
prayer is printed in the “Catholic News” of April 26th, in this 
blessed and enlightened year of our Lord and in this age of 
multiplied universities and colleges, nineteen hundred and thir- 
teen. It is no medieval superstition. It is a down-to-date fact, 
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though it may astonish you to find that the fools are not all 
dead yet, and that there still exist people who print such stuff, 
who read such stuff and who believe and liberally pay for such 
stuff. Here is the prayer as it was sold on the New York news- 
stands for five cents a copy: 


““PRAYER TO SAINT RITA. 


“At the request of a reader the following prayer to Saint 
Rita, taken from the collection of prayers in the new ‘Life of 
Saint Rita,’ written by the Rev. Thomas S. McGrath, is printed : 

“Holy Patroness of the Impossible and advocate of desper- 
ate cases, Saint Rita, of Cascia, brilliant sun of the holy Catholic 
Church, mirror of Job in patience, scourge of demons, health of 
the sick, consolation of the needy, admiration of the saints, model 
in holiness in every state, consecrated and chosen spouse of Jesus 
Christ, crowned and sealed with one of His most sacred thorns, 
prostrated before thee with my whole heart and my whole soul, 
humbly united to the will of God, I implore thee to obtain for 
me holy resignation to the Divine will in all the trials of my life, 
and to contemplate with profit the passion and death of my God, 
which thou with such rare and deep fervor didst daily contem- 
plate in that sacred crown of thorns. O blessed advocate of 
all in need, who hast heretofore been lavish with thy favors, 
whom no one supplicates without being heard; O blessed beacon 
of those who are walking without hope, I implore thee to ob- 
tain my urgent petition, provided that it be for the greater glory 
of God and for my own salvation. 

(Here mention your request.) 


““C) Saint Rita, deliver me from my present trouble and 
remove the anxiety which weighs so painfully upon my heart. 
By the anguish which thou didst experience on sO many occasions, 
have compassion on thy devoted child, who confidently asks thy 
intervention before the Sacred Heart of thy Crucified Lord. 

‘‘O my dear advocate, Saint Rita, guide my intentions in 
these my humble prayers and fervent desires, that, amending 
my past sinful life, | may receive pardon for all my sins and 
with thee enjoy God in paradise for all eternity. Amen. 

‘Saint Rita, patroness of the hopeless, pray for us. 

“Saint Rita, Advocate of the Impossible, pray for_us. 

“Three Our Fathers, Hail Marys, Glory be to the Fathers, 
etc. 

Saint Rita has a prayer-book, all her own, which you can buy 
for fifty cents. She would like to have you buy it for the sake 


of her poor pope. And she has a magazine for twenty-five cents 
a copy, and oleographs at seventy-five cents each, and statues 
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for $3.50, and various pictures, medals, etcetera, for various 
prices, in all of which she does a thriving business; for, mind 
you, Rita is distinctively a business woman, and she never moves 
her shin-bone without some profit to her collection-box. And 
Saint Rita is ambitious. She has a society, and through this 
society she hopes to build more churches and more shrines and 
erect more collection-boxes, and perhaps she will split up her 
shin-bone and use a piece of it at each shrine. It’s a great 
scheme. You pay your money and tickle the priest and go away 
and think you have received something. If you want something 
impossible, if you want a few millions of dollars for the glory 
of God just go to Saint Rita and see whether you will get it. 

I will tell you something of the life on earth of Saint Rita 
as it is given by Roman authorities in our next number. 

(To be continued.) 


AN APPEAL FOR A SYRIAN MONK 
My dear Friends: 

The following letter, coming to me from a well-known Syrian 
missionary, held in high esteem for her noble and successful 
work, must commend itself to you. It is another proof of the 
fact that an institution like Christ’s Mission is a greatly needed 
work and should be well supported. I have other such appeals 
as that contained in this letter, and in cases equally worthy, but 


our funds are insufficient to enable us to respond to many worthy 
calls, and our hearts must be grieved in our inability to help 
where they yearn to help: 


“June 2, 1913. 
“My dear Bishop Ferrando: 

“Perhaps it will be better to put in writing my request for 
‘my monk Brother John,’ who is desirous to confess Christ and 
become a Protestant. I first knew of him through a letter which 
he wrote to me telling of his unrest in the Maronite Church, of 
how his eyes were opened to the falseness and deception in the 
Roman Church while at school at Rome. He found he no longer 
believed the tenets in which he had been brought up, and, hear- 
ing of the Jebail Settlement, wrote to me, although he did not 
know my name, asking for light. He stated that he was twenty- 
four years old, that he had lived a clean, pure life, and that he 
was unhappy, seeking for the salvation of his soul. He begged 
me to write him about the Protestant faith — what were the 
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essentials of our belief. I wrote in reply that the three great 
doctrines were justification by faith, Christ the only Mediator 
and the Bible the only rule of faith ‘and practise. I asked him 
to come and see me if possible, and in two days he was there, 
having walked four miles down the mountain side and then 
traveled two more in a carriage to get to Jebail. I found him 
keen and intelligent, sincere in his purpose, and most eager to 
learn. After coming from our noonday prayer-meeting with our 
workers he exclaimed: ‘That was worth twenty years of my life. 
I never heard real prayer before.’ I found he had never seen 
the Bible, and when he went away he carried what he styled his 
‘treasure,’ a copy of the Scriptures, together with books and 
tracts for his instruction. For a time he was unmolested so 
carefully did he hide his ‘treasures.’ But after a time some of 
the tracts fell into the hands of the other monks, and were taken 
from him, and he was ordered back to Rome. As he had not 
broken with the Maronite Church there was nothing for him to 
do but go, and for a year I lost sight of him. But he finally 
came back to Syria, and one of his first acts was to write to 
me that he was home again and asking for the tract ‘Believe and 
Live.’ It was months before he could steal away and see me, 
as he was some six hours away. And when he did come he 
could stay only ten minutes, and that after riding on a mule 
for six hours. He reitérated his determination to come out as a 
Protestant, and said, ‘I am ready. They may persecute me; 
they may kill me; I am ready. Tell me what to do. I am in 
your hands. If you say come here, i. e., to Jebail, and which 
would mean certain death at the hands of the ecclesiastics, I 
will come. If you think best for me to go elsewhere I am also 
ready. Only help me find rest for my soul.’ He had been 
placed in another monastery after his return from Rome, and 
had been given a little school to teach. I have felt that his life 
would not be safe if he decided to remain in Syria—in fact, that 
is well known, that the Maronites will not allow one of their 
priests to become a Protestant and remain alive. So I am writ- 
ing to ask if you cannot make it possible for him to come to 
America, study, if possible, to be a Protestant minister, and 
either be used here in Christ’s Mission or possibly join your 
work in Porto Rico. I wrote to some friends of mine, asking 
them to see him and find out if he was still firm in his determi- 
nation to leave his old faith, They did so, and wrote most 
warmly of him, and of how he was as strong as ever in his wish 
to cut loose from Rome. He had not thought of America as a 
refuge until it was suggested to him, and said he would be glad 
to come here after he had finished his school year, as he felt it 
would not be honorable to leave before he had completed the 
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year, a spirit much to be commended, I thought. If you can 
help in this matter I shall be glad. 
“Faithfully yours, 
“CAROLINE M. HovMeEs.” 

This letter will show you how greatly Christ’s Mission needs 
all the help you can give in your prayers, in your contributions, 
and in your earnest effort to interest others in its important 
work, 

We are hoping and expecting to bring “Brother John” to 
America and to Christ’s Mission, and to educate him in English 
for missionary work. And we shall be grateful to our friends 
for all the help the Lord may enable and direct them to give us. 

MANUEL FERRANDO. 


MISSION WORK IN SYRIA 


An Interesting Letter 
THE JEBAIL SETTLEMENT 
My dear Bishop Ferrando: 

[ want to write for you the story of our struggles to secure 
a permanent home for the Jebail Settlement, thinking that per- 
haps you may know of some way to interest others in it, that 
our great and pressing need may be met. 

When the work was opened in Jebail we secured a house for 
three months, moving at the expiration of that time to a newly 
repaired house, which was taken in the expectation of its becom- 
ing the permanent home for the work. But the days were evil, 
and a renewal of the lease was denied us, and there seemed to 


be no other house available. The only vacant house was a very 


desirable one, in the hands of receivers, the owner having failed. 
This we asked God to give us in our daily prayers, as it was in 
every way suited to our needs. And at one time we saw it almost 
ours, only to have the offer withdrawn for some technical reason. 
When the lease of the house we were then living in expired, 
and we were unable to find another, things looked gloomy. But 
we knew that the work was not ours, but His, and He would 
care for it. ,We continued to pray that if it were His will the 
big house might be available. After we had looked in vain for 
some weeks for shelter we prayed one morning that God would 
give us a token that day about a house to live in, asking as 
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usual that it might be the big house. It was not more than 
half an hour after when there came a knock at the door, and we 
found the secretary of the lawyer had come to ask if we still 
desired to.take the big house. We replied that we did, and 
was told that he had been sent to rent it to us. Before sunset 
that day we were in possession of the lease, and moved in 
shortly after. Yet it was not ours by right of purchase, and 
as time went on it became apparent that the growing work must 
be permanently housed. Three times since it has been ordered 
sold, and three times the sale has miscarried. Many persons 
have looked at it, and gone away never to return. It has been 
kept for the Lord’s work somehow during these seven fears, 
and we have come to look upon it as already ours, expecting 
that it will become so in very fact. But how? We need $15,000 
to purchase it and transform it into proper order for a board- 
ing school. The land connected with it is very desirable as we 
are able to raise many of our vegetables, as well as fruits. But 
more than all is the well of good drinking water, which is price- 
less in that dry and thirsty land. Of the above-mentioned sum 
$10,000 is needed to purchase the property and the remaining 
$5,000 to rebuild and repair. All needed building materials are 
found on the property, excepting lime. And the old disused 
factory, another asset of the place, could be transformed into a 
much-needed boys’ school at trifling cost. I feel that we have 
come to the crossroads, and that unless we can secure the 
property we shall be seriously hampered in our work in that 
needy part of the Lord’s vineyard. 

The work of Christ’s Mission is so nearly like that of the 
Jebail Settlement that they might well be considered as a whole, 
or as parts of the whole. Surely there are those who long for 
the coming in of those who are afar off, and who have never 
had the opportunities that we have had in this blessed homeland 
of ours, who would consider it a privilege to assist us in this 
our time of need. The war in Turkey has opened doors hitherto 
closed, and all classes are more accessible than ever before. In 


Jebail there are many Moslems, who are peculiarly ready for 


what we have to give them, and our schools have recorded 
many new pupils from among them this year. For this reason 
alone the appeal of the Jebail Settlement should find a ready 
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response. Anything you may be able to do for the furtherance 
of our work will, I am sure, be blessed of God. 
Faithfully yours in His service, 
CAROLINE M. Homes. 


THE WORK AT CHRIST’S MISSION 


About a year ago we made an appeal for funds to establish 
a retreat and theological school for ex-priests. But the response 
has not yet been great enough to enable us to undertake such 
an expensive but greatly needed work. The Romanists are re- 
ceiving and spending millions all over the world for the propa- 
gation of their iniquitous work, and we find it difficult to secure 
a few thousands from our Protestant friends to enable us to 
rescue a few of those who are in Roman bondage. The cost of 
carrying on the work at Christ’s Mission and of publishing THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC is very great and must be met before ex- 
tensions of the work may be undertaken. And we never know, 
this week, how much money we shall have next weeky because 
we are entirely dependent upon the voluntary gifts of our friends 


and have no fixed income. Many of the-subscribers to the maga- 
zine are negligent in payment of their annual subscription price, 
and do not seem to realize that we have to meet the bills prompt- 


ly while waiting for them to pay their debts. They are not un- 


kind, and do not intend to hinder our work. They would far 
rather help us, and they are helping by reading and lending 
the magazine. But they are just a little thoughtless and do not 
look at their wrappers to watch the date of expiration. It may 
surprise them to learn that more than two thousand dollars is 
owing to us at this minute by old subscribers in arrears for 
magazines which we have printed and paid for, and which they 
have read and enjoyed, many of whom are our best friends. And 
it would cost us a large sum of money and require a great deal 
of time to send each of them a personal appeal by mail. 

The pages of the magazine are so completely filled with 
useful and necessary information that we find small space for 
exploiting our work. We just do it as it comes to hand, and 
we have little time to talk about it. In fact, it is a part of our 
work to fill the pages with instructive material for the help of 
other workers and for the public enlightenment. Our magazine 
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‘ 
should be a manual of ready information on Romanism for 
every Protestant pastor and worker in the country. If your pas- 
tor does not read it you could not do better than to make him 
a present of a subscription. Perhaps he does not receive enough 
salary to enable him to pay for magazines. You will help him 
by sending him THE Convertep CATHOLIC each month. 

If we could afford it we could publish twice as many pages 
with double the information. 

So we have said little about the work. 

During the past year, however, we have been educating an 
Italian ex-monk, the Rev. Basilio Santori, who came to us 
directly from the city of Rome last Summer, when he could not 
speak a word of English and we could communicate with him 
only through the medium of Latin, which he could speak and 
understand. We kept him at Christ’s Mission during the Sum- 
mer, and in the Fall sent him to the German Theological Semi- 
nary (Presbyterian) at Bloomfield, N. J., where lectures are 
given in Italian as well as in English and other languages. The 
expense of caring for this one monk alone has been great, and yet 
he is not the only one whom we have helped. But we feel rewarded. 
Mr. Santori has concluded his term, and the seminary is closed, 
and we are still caring for him, asking ourselves what shall we 
do next with him? He has made good progress, and now speaks 
and understands English freely. We are now trying to find 
missionary work for him to do. The following two letters in his 
commendation speak for themselves : 


“TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

“The undersigned herewith testifies that Mr. Basilio Santori 
has been a student in good and regular standing at the Bloom- 
field Theological Seminary during the scholastic year closing 
June 5th. As a student, Mr. Santori has been diligent, as a char- 
acter he has been above reproach. 

“Yours very truly, 
“Henry J. Weber, Chairman of Faculty.” 


“TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

“This is to certify that Rev. Basilio Santori, ex-Catholic 
priest, has helped me in my work for about five months; his 
preaching was evangelical and very efficient, besides being very 
well received by all. 

“B. J. CALtarti, Minister. 

“Newark, N. J., June 11, 1913.” 
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Mr. Santori’s case exhibits one of the problems of Christ’s 
Mission. What shall we do with the ex-monks and ex-priests 
after we have prepared them for work? The churches should 
relieve us of this problem. But the churches do not readily 
respond. If Protestant churches will not offer a cordial welcome 
to their ministry to converted Roman priests who are educated 
for the ministry then the work of leading monks and priests out 
of Rome becomes all the more difficult. Christ’s Mission is 
merely a door; a temporary refuge; a passageway from the 
Church of Rome to a Protestant church, through which the 
monk or priest may pass, and rest in passing while finding his 
bearings. We direct him to no particular Protestant church, 
but he makes his own choice while in this temporary refuge. 
When he has made his choice we properly expect his chosen 
church to welcome him and relieve us of his care to enable us 
to open the door to another. Mr. Santori has become a Presby- 
terian. Another ex-priest who is with us has not yet chosen. 
Others have chosen other churches. If the churches do not 
supply work for our priests and monks we must be enabled to 
do so. But we have not the means to establish a new mission 
for every ex-monk or priest. Such work would require thousands 
and many tens of thousands of dollars. If our friends would 
give us the large funds needed we would establish our own retreat 
and school for monks and priests, and nuns also in time, in one 
place. And we would establish a large central mission in another 


place for work among foreign-speaking Romanists of all tongues, 


and employ all our graduated ex-priests as missionaries in such 
work. That is just what we would like to do. But to do that 
we must have contributions in large sums, and by the thousands. 
We need in the first place fifteen thousand dollars to pay the 
mortgage debt on Christ’s Mission. That alone would be a great 
help, for the semi-annual interest is a great burden when it comes 
due. 

Will some of our friends now help us to provide for Mr. 
Santori until he can find suitable work? 

For two years we have been entirely supporting a young 
Spanish ex-monk, who is married and has a child, and whom 
we have used in missionary work. He has now found other 
support while continuing his studies to enable him to become 
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self-supporting, and we are relieved of the burden of the care 
of him and his family. 

Shortly after Mr. Santori came to us, last Summer, another 
ex-priest came from Italy, speaking enough English to be well 
understood. The Rev. Giovanni Ongaro, by name, we found to 
be a man of high Christian character and of superior education, 


The Rev'd Basilio Santori 
especially in philosophy, and a good musician. Mr. Orgaro 
attended our Bible classes during the warm weeks of the Sum- 
mer, and in the early Fall was received as a student in the 
Bible Teachers’ Training School, in New York, of which the 
Rev. Dr. White is the president. Mr. Ongaro has been the 


organist of Christ’s Mission for the past year, and has spoken 


at our services. He is of a most happy nature, and is highly 
popular with those who know him. He has not yet chosen a 
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denominational connection, but is ready for mission work, and 
we want our friends to help him. What shall we do with him? 

And now we intend to bring “Brother John” here from 
Syria, the Maronite monk of whom an account is found in 
another part of this magazine. He will not understand a word 
of English when he arrives, and we must educate him and pre- 
pare him for work and then find the work for him to do. Who 
will help us to take care of him? The separate education and 
care of these men is more expensive than their care would be 
in a home and school of our own. Consequently we cannot now 
care for as many at one time as we could under this better 
plan. Another monk now in Rome wants to come to ‘New York, 
but we can’t help him. Another came from Italy whem we de- 
sired to help but could not for want of means. Bishop I'errando 
has applications from others who must wait until the means 
become sufficient. 


This little glimpse shows you, however, that Christ’s Mission 
is doing a work, and a noble work, with small means and little 
talk about it. 


The Sunday services have been well attended all Winter, 


and there has been marked interest in the preaching. 

Many visitors come to the office daily, and receive such advice 
and counsel as they need. No matter how busy we are the pen 
is dropped, and we are always ready to welcome a caller and 
talk with him, particularly if he be in any kind of trouble. 

This is Summer time, when friends go to the shore or to the 
hills, and funds come slowly and are most greatly needed. A new 
and worthy monk or priest may come in, penniless, at any 
minute. What shall we do with him? Look the matter squarely 
in the face, dear friends. Is it not worth your large gifts for 
the sake of the Lord, your gifts in checks of hundreds, of thou- 
sands, of tens of thousands of dollars to establish this work in 
the face of Rome? Rome is seeking to devour our country and 
our children and is spending money freely in the effort. Will 
you not be equally free in spending yours for protection? We 
would accomplish a much greater work if we could employ our 
ex-monks and priests in our own anti-Roman mission work 
than is accomplished when they are lost in the crowd of Protes- 
tant ministers in a distinct denomination. W. R. C. 
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Christ’s Mission Contributions 

The following contributions were received for the work of 
Christ’s Mission from May 24, 1913, to and including June 26, 
1913. Kindly inform us if any names are omitted that should 
be included in this list: 

Miss J. E. T = ce C. L. B., $7; M. a $1. 50; Mrs. 
W. B., $3.50 T. D., $55 M. $1; C. G. W. ; 2. 5, te, SB; 
A. E., $25: G. C. a. ae Nine A. R. W., $5; YE ‘i 50 c es F D 
M.., $1.50; Estate, A. H. S. S., $100; J. McF. $3 E.G. 


. = 3 


$10; Mrs. L. F., $3.70; Mrs. W. M., $4.50; W. H. E - ea 
T. H., $3.35; N. W., §oc.; M. F., $6; E. A., $1; J. a $40: 
A. B., $15 ; F. W., Soc. 


’ 


Bishop: Ferrando and his family sail for Porto Rico on July 
12th, to be gone until early in September. Pray for their sat. 
voyage. During the bishop’s absence the Rev. Dr. Collins wiil 
be in charge of the work at Christ’s Mission. Send all private 
correspondence to Bishop Ferrando, addressed Box S. Ponce, 
Porto Rico. All business correspondence for Christ's Mission 
or for THe Convertep Catuo.ric, inclvding all remittances of 
money, address as vsual to Christ’s Mission, 331 West :7th 
Street, New York. The Rev. Dr. Collins will be glad to receive 
visitors at Christ's Mission daily between 10 a. m. and 5 p. 


except Saturdays and Sundays, during the Summer. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


Specially designed for the instruction of Protestants regarding Romanism 
and the enlightenment and conversion of Roman 
Catholics to the Evangelical Faith. 


Bisuop MANUEL FERRANDO, D.D., PustisHer. 
331 West 57th St., New York. 


Subscription per Year One Dollar and Fifty Cents. 


To ministers and missionaries, One Dollar per year. 
Ten copies to one address, One Dollar and Twenty-five Cents per year. 
Single copies, Fifteen Cents each. 

Sample copies in quantities of twenty or more will be sold to one person 
at ten cents each and mailed free to addresses sent to the publisher. 

Make all checks, drafts and money orders payable to the Treasurer of 
Christ’s Mission, 1112 Times Building, New York. 

Address all correspondence to the Director of Christ’s Mission, 331 W. 57th 
Street, New York. 

The date on the address label, on the wrapper, indicates when the sub- 
scription expires. It is a bill when the subscription price is past due, and a 
receipt after payment is made and the date is changed. Therefore no other 
acknowledgment will be made of the payment of subscriptions in renewal 
Acknowledgment by letter is Inborivus, expensive and consumes much time 
and is unnecessary. 


Entered at the Post Office, New York, as second-class matter. 
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Romanism—A Menace to the Nation 
Reduced Now to $1.50 Postpaid 


The New and Original Work 


By JEREMIAH J. (Father) CROWLEY 
SECOND EDITION. 
Together with his former book, “The Parochial School, A Curse to the 
Church, A Menace to the Nation” (two books in one). 

\ searchlight on the papal system—startling charges against individu- 
als in the Roman Catholic Hierarchy, made and filed by the author and 
a score of prominent priests, with letters, affidavits, canceled checks, 
photographic proofs, etc., exposing Rome’s traffic in religion, (!) sin 
and shame; stupendous exposures of the political influence of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Municipal, State and Federal Governments. 

This volume recites the authentic experiences of a man who occupies 
the unique position of having voluntarily withdrawn from the priesthood 
and membership of the Church of Rome without being canonically excom- 
municated. Concerning Crowley and his unanswerable book Rome is as 
silent as the grave. Why? Because she dare not reply. However, she 
is secretly striving to prevent its circulation with such aid as she can 
command from certain employees in the Postal Service and time-serving 
politicians of divers church affiliations. 


CROWLEY CHALLENCES ROME 


I will give TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS to any person 
who can prove that I was EXCOMMUNICATED and that 
STATEMENTS and CHARGES against priests, prelates and 
popes, in my volume, “ROMANISM, A MENACE TO THE 
NATION,” are untrue; and, furthermore, I will agree to hand 
over the plates of this book and stop its publication forever. 


Will Rome accept this challenge? If not, Why not? 
JEREMIAH J. (Father) CROWLEY 
A Roman Catholic priest for twenty-one. years 


This volume is printed on satintone paper, beautifully bound in pur- 
ple silk, richly stamped in chaste gold on side and back. 


The seventy-seven illustrations alone, with explanatory foot- 
notes, are worth more than the price of the book. 


Size, 534x834. 701 pages. 77 illustrations 
Price, $2 net; postpaid to any address, $2.20. 
Reduced this Month to $1.50 Postpaid 


Thousands of copies have been distributed at home and abroad, and 
no book ever called forth such a spontaneous and voluminous expres- 
sion of praise. 

Sold by “The Converted Catholic.” This book should be read 
by all our subscribers. We will give one copy of this book, free of 
cost, to any of our subscribers who secure for us five new subscribers 
to THE ConverTeD CATHOLIC at the regular price, $1.50 per year. 





